
 
Emergency Management (461013) 

Course Syllabus 
Fall 2020 

 

Instructor:  Captain Lisa M. Rudzinski (retired) 
Location: Fayette Technical Centers, Eastside Campus, Room 116 
  2208 Liberty Road 
  Lexington, KY 40509 
Phone: (859) 381-3740, ext. 28109 
Fax:  (859) 381-3747 
Email:  lisa.rudzinski@fayette.kyschools.us 
Conference/Office Hours: M-F 10:30 – 11:15 AM and M-F 2:45 – 3:30 PM 
            Other times by request. 
 

Course Description: 

This course focuses on the application of the incident command system model to 
formulating and implementing effective response to natural and man-made disasters.  It 
includes instruction in contingency planning, hazard and risk assessment, joint 
operations, law and ethics, emergency response and recovery, event mitigation, 
emergency rescue and medical operations, incident command, terrorism and national 
security issues, law enforcement, relief administration, volunteer and citizen 
coordination, public relations and applications to specific types of incidents. Note-this 
course falls within the Office of Career and Technical Education, Kentucky Department 
of Education Homeland Security and Law Enforcement Services pathways. 

The general format of this class with be discussion and practical application of skills.  
There is a physical component to this course which includes regular and strenuous 
physical activity. Students are required to complete projects and presentations—some 
individually and others while working as a part of a team.  



Objectives: 

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

• Demonstrate the command sequence as a guide to action planning. 
• Demonstrate the ability to develop an emergency action plan which includes 

appropriate goals and objectives.  
• Identify factors that allow the IC (Incident Command) to evaluate and modify the 

action plan.  
• Develop an action plan for every initial response incident even though the plan is 

rarely recorded in written form.  
• Demonstrate the appropriate command sequence for various emergency 

scenarios.  
• Demonstrate the ability to quickly modify the action plan to adapt to changing 

conditions.  
• Identify proper communication skills and procedures when issuing directives.  
• Identify safe and effective resources through a well-implemented action plan.  
• Identify the importance of accurate and up-to-date situation status and use that 

information to forecast what actions and resources will be needed if the initial 
plan requires modification.  

• Identify record keeping procedures in accordance with Federal Disaster 
Declaration reimbursement guidelines. 

 
Textbooks and Supplies 

Tech school fee $16.00 (required) 
Chromebook or laptop (required) 
Notetaking material (required) 
Mouthpiece (optional) 
Physical fitness clothing (required) 
No required textbook 
 

Grading/Evaluation: 

Assignment Weight: 

Summative Assessments: 50% 
Formative Assessments: 40% 
Final Exam/End of Program: 10% 
 

Grading Scale: 
 
A: 100-92 
B:  91-83 
C:  82-74 



D:  73-65 
F:  64-0 
 
Writing Assignments: 
 
There will be many writing assignments in this course, including research papers, article 
review, personal narrative, industry form completion, and technical writing. 
 
 
On-going Assignments: 
There are many on-going assignments in this course, including regular physical fitness 
testing, spelling/vocabulary quizzes, oral presentations, and classroom responsibilities. 
Attendance: 
 
Class will meet for live sessions on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.  Students are 
expected to be on time and prepared.  Should the student have to be absent, every 
effort should be made to contact the instructor PRIOR to the class meeting. 
 
Due to the nature of this course, class attendance is imperative to student success.  
Significant unexcused absences have the strong potential to affect the student’s course 
success and may result in the student’s removal from the program. 
 
 
General Classroom Rules and Procedures: 
 
Casual use of electronic devices, including but not limited to cellular telephones is 
strictly prohibited unless authorized by the instructor.  FCPS handbook outlines 
disciplinary action. 
 
Food is prohibited from the class rooms, skills labs and all training areas.  Food is to be 
consumed on break only, and outside of the listed areas. 
 
Expectations for Academic Conduct/Plagiarism Policy: 

As members of an academic setting on a career path of public service, we commit 
ourselves to honesty.  As we strive for excellence in performance, integrity—personal 
and institutional—is our most precious asset. Honesty in our academic work is vital, and 
we will not knowingly act in ways which erode that integrity. Accordingly, we pledge not 
to cheat, nor to tolerate cheating, nor to plagiarize the work of others. We pledge to 
share community resources in ways that are responsible and that comply with 
established policies of fairness. Cooperation and competition are mean to high 
achievement and are encouraged.  Indeed, cooperation is expected unless our directive 
is to individual performance. We will compete constructively and professionally for the 
purpose of stimulating high performance standards.  Finally, we accept adherence to 
this set of expectations for academic conduct as a condition of membership in the 
Fayette Tech Homeland Security Program. (this is required for our program) 



Federal Certificates:  

During this course students will have the opportunity to receive at least three (3) 
certificates from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security/Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). These certificates will be issued for courses of study 
related to successful completion of introductory content that is related to the National 
Incident Management System (NIMS). The course studied and certificates earned area 
also required of all emergency responders across the nation.  (this is required for our 
program) 


